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WELCOME!

Thank you for joining us at the National Press Club for this exciting night of celebrating
journalism excellence and innovation. This year’s Fourth Estate Award Gala brings together
journalists, communicators, and supporters from around the world at a time when
journalism has never been more important.

Tonight, we honor Mike Allen and Jim VandeHei of Axios, the staff of Mississippi Today,
Woael al-Dahdouh of Al Jazeera Media Network, and Yvette Cabrera of The Center for
Public Integrity.

We are grateful to the members of the National Press Club Board of Governors, the Board
of Directors of the National Press Club Journalism Institute, and our Fundraising Committee
led by Danielle Coffey. We celebrate together this evening because of their hard work.
And a special thank you to our gala sponsors, whose support helps make our work
possible.

Thank you, and here’s to a memorable evening!

Emily Wilkins Gil Klein
National Press Club President National Press Club Journalism Institute President
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TONIGHT'S PROGRAM

WELCOME
National Press Club President Emily Wilkins, CNBC
&

National Press Club Journalism Institute President Gil Klein

JOHN AUBUCHON PRESS FREEDOM AWARD

International Honoree
Wael al-Dahdouh, Al Jazeera Media Network

DINNER

JOHN AUBUCHON PRESS FREEDOM AWARD

U.S. Honoree
Staff, Mississippi Today

NEIL AND SUSAN SHEEHAN AWARD
FOR INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM

Honoree
Yvette Cabrera, Center for Public Integrity

FOURTH ESTATE AWARD

Honorees
Mike Allen and Jim VandeHei, Axios

FAREWELL
National Press Club President Emily Wilkins, CNBC
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In Memory of Gaza’s
Fallen Journalists

Journalists in Gaza paid the ultimate
price to convey the truth

Even in death their voices resonate

Targeting Journalists is a Crime
#Justice4Journalists
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PAST HONOREES

The National Press Club confers the annual Fourth Estate
Award on the person who, in the judgment of the NPC

Board of Governors, has achieved distinction for a

lifetime of contributions to American journalism.
Recommendations are made by a distinguished

committee representing all branches of news media.

2023: Kristen Welker, NBC News

2022: Clarissa Ward, CNN

2021: Lester Holt, NBC Nightly News

and Dateline NBC

2020: Susan Zirinsky, CBS News

2019: Amanda Bennett, Voice of America
2018: Martin Baron & Dean Baquet, The
Washington Post and The New York Times
2017: Tony Kornheiser & Michael Wilbon, ESPN
2016: Wolf Blitzer, CNN

2015: Gwen Ifill, PBS Newshour

2013: Andrea Mitchell, NBC News

2012: Bob Woodward, The Washington Post
2011: Jim Lehrer, PBS Newshour

2010: Bob Schieffer, CBS News

2009: Thomas Friedman,

The New York Times

2008: Christiane Amanpour, CNN

2007: Paul E. Steiger, The Wall Street Journal
2006: Marvin Kalb, The Joan Shorenstein Center for
Press and Public Policy,

Harvard University

2005: Austin Kiplinger,

Kiplinger Washington Editors

2004: William J. Raspberry, Washington Post
Writers Group

2003: Tom Brokaw, NBC Nightly News
2002: Brian Lamb, C-SPAN

2001: Robert D. Novak, Syndicated Columnist
2000: Jack W. Germond, The Baltimore Sun
1999: Carl T. Rowan, Syndicated Columnist
1998: Mary McGrory, The Washington Post
1997: James M. Perry, The Wall Street Journal
1996: Charles R. McDowell,

The Richmond Times-Dispatch

1995: Shirley Povich, The Washington Post
1994: Charles Kuralt, CBS News

1993: Eugene Roberts, The Philadelphia Inquirer
1992: George Tames, The New York Times
1991: Peter Arnett, CNN

1990: Mike Royko, Chicago Tribune

1989: Russell Baker, The New York Times

1988: David S. Broder, The Washington Post
1987: David Brinkley, ABC News

1986: Art Buchwald, Syndicated Columnist
1985: Flora Lewis, The New York Times

1984: Helen Thomas, United Press International
1983: Eric Sevareid, CBS News

1982: Simeon S. Booker,

Johnson Publishing Company Inc.

1981: Nick B. Williams, Los Angeles Times
1980: Theodore H. White, Author

1979: Clayton Kirkpatrick, Chicago Tribune
1978: Vermont Royster, The Wall Street Journal
1977: Herbert Block, The Washington Post
197 6: John S. Knight, Knight-Ridder Newspapers
197 5: Richard Strout, The Christian Science Monitor
and New Republic

1974: James Reston, The New York Times

197 3: Walter Cronkite, CBS News
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2024 FOURTH ESTATE AWARD

Each year, the esteemed Fourth Estate Award honors the person whom the NPC Board of Governors
decides has achieved distinction for a lifetime of contributions to American journalism.

Mike Allen and Jim VandeHei co-founded Axios, which they launched with co-founder Roy Schwartz in
2017. Axios is among the most celebrated digital media success stories of the past decade and was
acquired by Cox Enterprises in 2022. They launched Axios Local in 2021 to provide original reporting,
scoops, and local coverage worthy of readers' time. Axios Local is now in 30 markets around the country

and has nearly 2 million subscribers.

In addition to co-founding Axios, Allen writes
the Axios Daily Essentials newsletters, Axios AM,
Axios PM, and Axios Finish Line. He was also an
executive producer of the Emmy Award-winning
docu-news series, “"Axios on HBO," and co-author
of Smart Brevity: The Power of Saying More with
Less.

Allen was a co-founder of Politico, where he
created Politico Playbook and helped build the
company for its first decade. He has been named
several times to Vanity Fair's “New Establishment”
list. He is also an alumnus of TIME, The New York
Times, The Washington Post, and the Richmond
Times-Dispatch. He is from Orange County,
California, and graduated from Washington and
Lee University.

As its co-founder and CEO, VandeHei has steered
Axios into becoming one of the most celebrated
digital media success stories of the past decade.

VandeHei is the author of best-selling “Just the Good
Stuff,” where he shares lessons he’s learned from
founding two successful media companies and his
tricks for thriving at work and in leadership. He also
serves as the chairman of Axios HQ, a software
company that helps organizations create essential
communications. He was an executive producer of
the Emmy Award-winning docu-news series, “Axios
on HBO" and co-author of Smart Brevity: The Power
of Saying More with Less.

Before Axios, VandeHei co-founded and was CEO of
Politico. Prior, VandeHei spent more than a decade
as a reporter, covering the presidency and Congress
for The Wall Street Journal and The Washington
Post. VandeHei is from Oshkosh, Wisconsin and has
a bachelor's degree from the University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh.
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words.

The incredible power of words extends beyond mere communication, transcending the boundaries
of time and space. It wields the power to uplift and inspire, to wound and discourage, to restare and rekindle.
The Hastings-Lambert strategic partnership recognizes the indispensable role of a free press in nurturing the
seeds of democracy. Our partnership is reflected in our commitment to those companies wha share our

unwavering dedication to the Constitution.

Uil ffitzs | JE) LAMBERT

Laadership & Communication Strategies
by LLYC

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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TONIGHT'S HONOREES

This award promotes the practice of investigative journalism exemplifying compassion, courage, and integrity.

Yvette Cabrera, senior reporter at the Center for Public Integrity and a
dedicated environmental justice journalist, covers inequality in economic and
social well-being with a focus on climate justice issues. Throughout her career,
Cabrera has reported on the impact of systemic disparities, such as
environmental pollution and contamination, on marginalized communities
throughout the United States. She is the immediate past president of the National
Association of Hispanic Journalists and a founding member of The Uproot Project.
In 2022, Cabrera was selected as a Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Center
practitioner to create a journalist’s guide for reporting on soil lead contamination,
and in 2024 she presented a Ted Talk on solutions to this problem.

This award is given each year to an honoree in the United States and an honoree overseas who bravely push
to disclose the truth in trying circumstances.

INTERNATIONAL HONOREE

As Gaza Bureau Chief for Al Jazeera, Wael al-Dahdouh was severely
injured when fired upon by a drone being controlled by the Israeli
Defense Forces (IDF) while driving to cover the bombing of a school in
Khan Yunnis. He has suffered deep tragedy while reporting round the
clock from Gaza; while reporting on the air about an IDF missile strike
on the Nuseirat refugee camp, he learned that among the victims were
- 11 relatives including his wife and two children. His remaining son

MY IR Hamza, also a reporter for Al Jazeera, was killed by an IDF-operated
%‘E‘S 288 drone while reporting from Gaza. Still, Dahdouh continued to fight to
keep his bureau open. Eventually, the Al Jazeera feed was taken off
the air in Israel. The Al bureau in Israel was closed and just recently
the AJ bureau in Ramallah was stormed by IDF forces and shut down.

DOMESTIC HONOREE

Mississippi Today is currently involved in a legal case to m M I SS I SSI PPI TU DAY

protect privileged documents used in producing a

Pulitzer Prize-winning investigation and named in an We report to you.
ensuing defamation case brought by the state’s former governor. The case has wide-ranging implications for
press freedom in the United States, including journalist-source protections. The outlet won a 2022 Pulitzer
Prize for its investigation into a $77 million welfare scandal that revealed how the state’s former governor, Phil
Bryant, used his office to benefit his friends and family. Bryant then sued Mississippi Today and its CEO Mary
Margaret White in July 2023, claiming that the series defamed him. The case is ongoing.


https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/14/opinion/mississippi-press-freedom-republicans.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/14/opinion/mississippi-press-freedom-republicans.html
https://freedom.press/news/states-must-step-up-to-protect-journalist-source-confidentiality/
https://www.nbcumv.com/mediavillage/interactive/2929fed4187b40648b79a9839e70e91fproduct169208/index.html#/show/991de7e1-5207-495a-8474-d46bfad5a34b/bios/5aafb398-203f-47de-aa0b-97bd9754ef1b
https://www.nbcumv.com/mediavillage/interactive/2929fed4187b40648b79a9839e70e91fproduct169208/index.html#/show/991de7e1-5207-495a-8474-d46bfad5a34b/bios/5aafb398-203f-47de-aa0b-97bd9754ef1b
https://www.nbcumv.com/mediavillage/interactive/2929fed4187b40648b79a9839e70e91fproduct169208/index.html#/show/991de7e1-5207-495a-8474-d46bfad5a34b/bios/5aafb398-203f-47de-aa0b-97bd9754ef1b

The News/Media Alliance proudly supports the National Press Club
Fourth Estate Award Gala 2024

And celebrates tonight's honorees:

Mike Allen &
Jim VandeHei

The News/media Alliance thanks you for your significant
contributions and excellence in journalism!

www.newsmediaalliance.org ﬁ MEDIA

ALLIANCE

PAID ADVERTISEMENT



Donate today
to power
journallsm
in the
ﬂ? STIT b'?: public interest

\ ATIONALPRESSCLUB

NPCJI is the nonprofit affiliate of the National Press Club.

SUPPORTING YOU WITH

TRAINING & DAILY
WORKSHOPS NEWSLETTER

e Craft: Writing, editing, Today’s top journalism
reporting, ethics & more headlines
Career: Planning, growth, Best practices and
leadership, self-care project spotlights
Community: Career tips
Representation, Upcoming programs
networking, collaboration and resources
Press access: FOIA,
safety,

202-662-7523 S
Q .. pressclubinstitute.org
institute@press.org
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i DISTILLED SPIRITS COUNCIL
OF THE UNITED STATES

CHEERS!

TO MIKE ALLEN &
JIM VANDEHEI

AND THE OUTSTANDING
JOURNALISTS HONORED
AT THE 2024 NPC FOURTH
ESTATE AWARD GALA

Please Enjoy Our Fine Spirits Responsibly

www.distilledspirits.org

Congratulations
Mike Allen, Jim VandeHei,
and all honorees

Responsibility.org proudly supports responsible journalism and empowers
responsible alcohol choices for those who choose to drink.

@' RESPONSIBILITY.ORG



IndependentPublicAffairs.com

INDEPENDENT

Public Affairs
LLC

Congratulations
Mike Allen & Jim VandeHei

Axios Co-founders
and all other Fourth Estate Award Gala
honorees.

We are proud to sponsor the
National Press Club Journalism Institute's
2024 Fourth Estate Awards Gala celebrating our
nation's press freedom and the value of
investigative journalism to our democracy.

Being INDEPENDENT means putting your needs first.

Media | Message | Communications Strategy

info@independentpublicaffairs.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

The National Press Club Journalism Institute thanks the following sponsors, without
whom the gala experience would not be possible. Their generosity ensures the
Institute will continue to serve journalists meaningfully in the coming year.

DIAMOND-LEVEL SPONSOR

NXIOS

GOLD-LEVEL SPONSOR

ALJAZEERA

SILVER-LEVEL SPONSORS

Bloomber
Philanthropies THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

Dalf fags

LEADERSHIP & COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES

MEDIA
ALLIANCE


http://www.aljazeera.com/
https://www.wsj.com/

BRONZE-LEVEL SPONSORS

BELL
Ballard Spahr (S

ADDIS COMMUNICATIONS \]/

Eileen Drage O'Reilly - | - e -
& Cary O'Reilly ~ C1a12 newmark philanthropies

GENERAL DYNAMICS GL@ BAE

SITUATION ROOM

SCRIPPSEFSNEWS  syngenta.
Ehe Washington Post ASU TOYOTA

Walter Cronkite
School of
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THE NATIONAL

PRESS CLUB

ABOUT US

Become a member of the National

Press Club to gain access to a

unique professional network,

exclusive events with

high-profile newsmakers,

educational programming

to advance your career and a

welcoming social club in the heart

of downtown Washington where you MEMBERSHIP
can relax and enjoy food and drink

with others in the media industry. Journalism & Media Profess?onals
Public Relations Professionals

Writers & Authors | Educators & Students

EVENT HOSTING

MMATY ACT rTCATTTD
BROADLASI CENIER

State-of-the-art production
studios

ATTTWT s JETFE~TTA T
ATININYAITIGTE] Fill |
AU BVIL /

A/V team offers a full range
of services and equipment

FUVFN

T TT T RT T

| - 4 N

Can accommodate groups
of 15 to 500 guests

Delicious and innovative
fare with quality ingredients

Events Department: Broadcast Department: Membership Department:
events@press.org boc@press.org members@press.org

202.662.7587 202.662.7555 202.662./525

529 14th St. NW. 13th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20045 | www.press.org



LEADERSHIP

Emily Wilkins
CNBC and National Press
Club president

National Press Club officers

Vice President Mike Balsamo, The
Associated Press

Secretary Poonam Sharma, Global Strat
View

Treasurer Alisa Parenti, Bloomberg News
Membership Secretary Mark Schoeff Jr.,
Investment News

Board of Governors

Chair Steve Reilly, CBS News
Vice Chair Herb Jackson, Bloomberg
Industry Group

Karen Addis, Addis Communications

Tara Copp, The Associated Press

Jessica Mendoza, The Wall Street Journal
Elvina Nawaguna, Punchbowl News
Debra Silimeo, Silimeo Group

Mike Smith, GreenSmith PR

Alison Snyder, Axios

Mark Walker, The New York Times

Ex officio

Eileen O'Reilly, Axios and past National
Press Club president

Gil Klein, National Press Club Journalism
Institute president

2024 FOURTH ESTATE AWARD GALA

Gil Klein

National Press Club
Journalism

Institute president

National Press Club Journalism
Institute officers

Secretary Mizell Stewart lll, Emerging
Leaders, LLC, and Kent State University
Treasurer Paul Merrion, former
Washington Bureau Chief for Crain's
Chicago Business

Board of Directors

Mike Balsamo, The Associated Press
Jamila Bey, WHYY Philadelphia

Danielle Coffey, News Media Alliance
Sam Feist, C-SPAN

Mara Gassmann, Reporters Committee for
Freedom of the Press

Tom Huang, The Dallas Morning News

Jen Judson, Defense News and past
National Press Club president

Ed Kelley, University of Oklahoma (retired)
Alison Kodjak, ProPublica and past
National Press Club president

Delano Massey, Axios Local

Eileen O'Reilly, Axios and past National
Press Club president

Emily Wilkins, CNBC and National Press
Club president



JJOURNALISM
MINSTITUTE

NATIONAL PRESS CLUB

The National Press Club Journalism Institute promotes an
engaged global citizenry through an independent and free
press, and equips journalists with skills and standards to inform
the public in ways that inspire a more representative
democracy. As the nonprofit affiliate of the National Press

Club, the Institute powers journalism in the public interest.
Federal tax ID: 52-1750908

Support journalism. Donate today.

www.pressclubinstitute.org institute@press.org
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