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This year’s Fourth Estate Award Gala brings together
journalists, communicators, and supporters from around
the world to recognize excellence in a year in which
journalism has faced extraordinary challenges. We are
glad to host you at the National Press Club for this
exciting night.

Tonight, we honor:

Clarissa Ward, CNN’s multi-award winning chief
international correspondent based in London and author
of “On All Fronts: The Education of a Journalist” 
Fourth Estate Award 

PBS FRONTLINE
Neil and Susan Sheehan Award for Investigative
Journalism

Josh Renaud, a Missouri reporter and developer for the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
John Aubuchon Press Freedom Award (domestic)

Rana Ayyub, an investigative journalist living in India and
a Washington Post Global Opinions contributor
John Aubuchon Press Freedom Award (international)

We are grateful to the members of the National Press
Club Board of Governors, the Board of Directors of the
National Press Club Journalism Institute, the Fourth
Estate Awards selection committee, and our Fundraising
Committee led by Danielle Coffey. We celebrate together
this evening because of their hard work. Thank you to the
sponsors whose messages of congratulations you’ll see
in the pages that follow. Their support makes our work
possible.

Thank you, and here’s to a memorable evening!

Welcome!

Gil Klein
President, National Press Club Journalism Institute

Jen Judson
President, National Press Club

Scenes from the 2021 Fourth Estate Award Gala.
Photos by Melissa Lyttle.

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/598169/on-all-fronts-by-clarissa-ward/


#JusticeForShireen aljazeera.com

Shireen Abu Akleh
A fearless journalist silenced
Shireen was a courageous and passionate Al Jazeera journalist who devoted her life to reporting 
on pivotal issues and unfolding stories within the occupied West Bank, Jerusalem and in Israel.

Shireen’s ruthless killing violates all international laws and is a blatant violation of press freedom. 

Her killers attempted to silence a fearless journalist. But as she did in her life, even her death 
continues to inspire a generation of young journalists to tell stories that matter and to be
objective, impartial and accurate in their reporting. With the killing of Shireen, the world lost 
a brave and courageous female journalist. However, her legacy will live on.

https://www.aljazeera.com/


WELCOME 
Jen Judson, award-winning journalist covering land warfare for Defense News and 2022
president of the National Press Club  

THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB JOURNALISM INSTITUTE’S MISSION 
Gil Klein, resident director of the University of Oklahoma’s Washington Journalism
Program, 2022 president of the National Press Club Journalism Institute, and former
president of the National Press Club

THE NEIL AND SUSAN SHEEHAN AWARD FOR INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM

THANK YOU, AND GOOD NIGHT
Jen Judson and Gil Klein

Tonight's program 

The award recognizes work that reflects a commitment to the
principle that a vibrant democracy depends on an informed citizenry
and a free press. The award promotes the practice of investigative
journalism exemplifying compassion, courage, and integrity.
PBS FRONTLINE, Local Journalism Initiative

FOURTH ESTATE AWARD 
Each year, the esteemed Fourth Estate Award honors the person whom the National Press
Club's Board of Governors decides has achieved distinction for a lifetime of contributions
to American journalism.

Clarissa Ward, CNN's award-winning chief international correspondent based in London

THE JOHN AUBUCHON PRESS FREEDOM AWARD
Named in honor of former National Press Club President John Aubuchon, this award acknowledges those
who have worked to advance the cause of press freedom and transparency. 

DOMESTIC HONOREE
Josh Renaud, a St.
Louis Post-Dispatch
journalist

INTERNATIONAL HONOREE
Rana Ayyub, an investigative
journalist living in India and
a Washington Post Global
Opinions contributor



Bloomberg News 
is proud to support 
the National Press Club.
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Stay informed
with The Washington
Post Press Freedom

Partnership newsletter

A public service initiative from The Washington
Post to promote press freedom worldwide.

Receive a monthly curated view of the latest issues affecting
press freedom worldwide featuring updates and

commentary from Post journalists and our press freedom partners.

wapo.st/pressfreedom

http://wapo.st/pressfreedom
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2021: Lester Holt, NBC Nightly News and Dateline NBC
2020: Susan Zirinsky, CBS News
2019: Amanda Bennett, Voice of America
2018: Martin Baron & Dean Baquet, The Washington Post and The New York Times
2017: Tony Kornheiser & Michael Wilbon, ESPN
2016: Wolf Blitzer, CNN
2015: Gwen Ifill, PBS Newshour
2013: Andrea Mitchell, NBC News
2012: Bob Woodward, The Washington Post
2011: Jim Lehrer, PBS Newshour
2010: Bob Schieffer, CBS News
2009: Thomas Friedman, The New York Times
2008: Christiane Amanpour, CNN
2007: Paul E. Steiger, The Wall Street Journal
2006: Marvin Kalb, The Joan Shorenstein Center for Press and Public Policy, Harvard University
2005: Austin Kiplinger, Kiplinger Washington Editors
2004: William J. Raspberry, Washington Post Writers Group
2003: Tom Brokaw, NBC Nightly News
2002: Brian Lamb, C-SPAN
2001: Robert D. Novak, Syndicated Columnist
2000: Jack W. Germond, The Baltimore Sun
1999: Carl T. Rowan, Syndicated Columnist
1998: Mary McGrory, The Washington Post
1997: James M. Perry, The Wall Street Journal
1996: Charles R. McDowell, The Richmond Times-Dispatch
1995: Shirley Povich, The Washington Post
1994: Charles Kuralt, CBS News
1993: Eugene Roberts, The Philadelphia Inquirer
1992: George Tames, The New York Times
1991: Peter Arnett, Cable News Network
1990: Mike Royko, Chicago Tribune
1989: Russell Baker, The New York Times
1988: David S. Broder, The Washington Post
1987: David Brinkley, ABC News
1986: Art Buchwald, Syndicated Columnist
1985: Flora Lewis, The New York Times
1984: Helen Thomas, United Press International
1983: Eric Sevareid, CBS News
1982: Simeon S. Booker, Johnson Publishing Company Inc.
1981: Nick B. Williams, Los Angeles Times
1980: Theodore H. White, Author
1979: Clayton Kirkpatrick, Chicago Tribune
1978: Vermont Royster, The Wall Street Journal
1977: Herbert Block, The Washington Post
1976: John S. Knight, Knight-Ridder Newspapers
1975: Richard Strout, The Christian Science Monitor and New Republic
1974: James Reston, The New York Times
1973: Walter Cronkite, CBS News

A history of honoring excellence 
The National Press Club confers the annual Fourth Estate Award on the person who, in the judgment of the NPC
Board of Governors, has achieved distinction for a lifetime of contributions to American journalism.
Recommendations are made by a distinguished committee representing all branches of news media. 

PREVIOUS FOURTH ESTATE AWARD HONOREES



Clarissa Ward is CNN’s chief international correspondent. She has spent nearly two decades reporting from front lines in
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Egypt, and Ukraine for CNN, ABC, CBS, and Fox News.

A recipient of multiple journalism recognitions including nine Emmy Awards, two George Foster Peabody Awards, two
Alfred I. duPont-Columbia Awards, two Edward R. Murrow Awards, and one George Polk Award, Ward is the author of "On
All Fronts: The Education of a Journalist" (Penguin Press), which details her singular career as a conflict reporter and
how she has documented the violent remaking of the world from close range.

Known for her in-depth investigations and high-profile assignments, Ward and her team were the first foreign journalists
permitted to enter Myanmar nearly two months after a military coup in 2021. She has since reported from Afghanistan in
the weeks leading up to and after the fall of Kabul and most recently from Ukraine, 
where she has spent more than 10 weeks this year covering the ongoing 
Russian invasion.

In late 2020, Ward led the two-time Emmy Award-winning investigation 
of Russian opposition leader Alexey Navalny’s poisoning, confronting a 
suspected member of the elite Russian toxins team at his home outside 
Moscow.

In 2019, her months-long, Emmy Award-winning investigation into Russia’s 
growing use of mercenaries – Putin’s Private Army – included the first 
on-camera interview with a former fighter for Wagner, Russia’s most 
notorious private military contractor. After visiting a diamond mine 
with ties to a Russian oligarch in the Central African Republic, Ward and 
her team were followed and intimidated by a car full of Russians. After 
their reports came out, they were targeted by a Russian media 
propaganda campaign trying to discredit their reporting.

Ward has reported extensively in Syria since the start of the 
civil war in 2011, making multiple undercover 
assignments to the country. As one of the last Western
reporters to visit rebel-held Aleppo, Ward was asked 
to address a UN Security Council meeting on the 
embattled Syrian city in 2016, stating “there are
no winners in Aleppo.”

She has conducted many interviews with 
world leaders like British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson and Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov as well as former U.S. Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton and former CIA Director 
and retired U.S. Army Gen. David Petraeus.

Ward graduated with distinction from Yale 
University, and in 2013 received an Honorary 
Doctor of Letters degree from Middlebury College 
in Vermont. She speaks fluent French and Italian, 
conversational Russian, Arabic and Spanish, and 
basic Mandarin.

About Clarissa Ward, CNN chief international correspondent 
Fourth Estate Award honoree



https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tv-app?cid=stream&ko_click_id=ko_jhr5ptn44b5uanj38


This award recognizes work that best reflects the Sheehans' extraordinary commitment to the principle that a
vibrant democracy depends on an informed citizenry and a free press.

PBS FRONTLINE
PBS FRONTLINE has long been recognized with journalism’s
highest honors for its exceptional news and documentary
programs. The Sheehan award honors FRONTLINE for its
Local Journalism Initiative, in particular. The Initiative
supports investigative journalism done by local and regional
news organizations by providing funding, editorial support,
and strategic guidance. This year, the Tampa Bay Times was
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for investigative reporting for a
project supported by FRONTLINE.

Neil and Susan Sheehan Award 
for Investigative Journalism 

Named for a former Club president who fervently advocated for press freedom, this award is given
each year to an honoree in the United States and an honoree overseas who bravely pushes to disclose
the truth in trying circumstances.

DOMESTIC HONOREE
Josh Renaud is a St. Louis Post-Dispatch reporter who was threatened by the
Missouri governor with criminal charges for uncovering a security flaw in a state
database that left the Social Security numbers of public educators exposed. His
diligence led to the security flaw being corrected but also drew scorn and threats
from Gov. Mike Parson, who announced a criminal investigation into Renaud's
work and called his public service reporting "a hack" and accused the Post-
Dispatch of having a vendetta against him. No charges were filed; in fact, Renaud
had alerted Missouri public education officials to the security flaw in advance of
story publication and agreed to hold the story until officials had time to fix it.

INTERNATIONAL HONOREE
Rana Ayyub is an investigative journalist living in India and a Washington Post
Global Opinions contributor whose criticism of the government has been met with
an unwelcome assault on her rights and freedom of expression. The Indian
government has made burdensome and invasive requests for Ayyub's personal
financial information, along with restricting her travel in and out of the country and
freezing her assets on dubious charges. It appears at least some of this
harassment is being initiated and supported by the government. 

Josh Renaud, St. Louis Post-Dispatch reporter 

Rana Ayyub, investigative journalist living in India 

John Aubuchon Press Freedom Award



Transforming technology
to protect our world. 

 
That’s Defining Possible.

ngc.com

http://www.northropgrumman.com/
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Dolores Albarracín, Annenberg Public Policy Center | Leona Allen, The Dallas Morning News |
Dawn Araujo-Hawkins, Christian Century & Religion News Association | Martin Austermuhle,
WAMU | Eva-Marie Ayala, The Dallas Morning News | Alison Bethel, State Affairs | Sarah
Breger, Moment Magazine | Sequoia Carrillo, NPR | Shirley Carswell, Dow Jones News Fund |
Soraya Chemaly, Women’s Media Center Speech Project | Corinne Chin, The Associated
Press | McKay Coppins, The Atlantic | Christine Cox, NPR | Deborah Douglas, The
Emancipator | Alejandro Figueroa, WYSO | Richard Flory, USC Center for Religion and Civic
Culture | Allison Gilbert, author | Thomas Hicks, United States Election Assistance
Commission | Tiffany Hsu, The New York Times | Bridget Huber, Food and Environment
Reporting Network | Jessica Huseman, VoteBeat | Deborah Katz Levi, Maryland Office of the
Public Defender |  Aysha Khan, Next City | Kamesha Laurry, Reporters Committee for
Freedom of the Press | Lauren Lindstrom, O'Brien Fellowship in Public Service Journalism

Frank LoMonte, CNN and University of Florida  | Summer Lopez, PEN America | Wendy Lu, The
New York Times | Holly Meyer, The Associated Press | Kirsten Mitchell, U.S. Office of
Government Information Services | Mickey Osterreicher, National Press Photographers
Association | Rachel Oswald, CQ Roll Call | Lulu Ramadan, The Seattle Times | Karen
Robinson-Jacobs, Lee Enterprises | Dana Rubin, SPEECH STUDIO | Connie Schultz, USA Today
| Angie Seldon, C-SPAN | Joseph Serna, The Los Angeles Times | William Smith, Maryland
government | Delece Smith-Barrow, POLITICO | Miranda Spivack, investigative reporter |
Mizell Stewart III, news executive and leadership consultant | Krissah Thompson, The
Washington Post | Jay Van Bavel, New York University | Anya van Wagtendonk, Grid | Mark
Walker, The New York Times |  Randi Weingarten, American Federation of Teachers, AFL-CIO |
Elizabeth Williamson, The New York Times | Hannah Wise, McClatchy

Sharing experiences.
Growing together. 

Thank you to these incredible instructors who devoted
their time and expertise to growing our field during one of
the most challenging years for us all. You showed us how
to work — and feel — better, a little more each day. 

http://www.pressclubinstitute.org/
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IndependentPublicAffairs.com 

At INDEPENDENT Public Affairs, we work closely with our clients to identify 
objectives, audiences, and then messages and channels. 
Being INDEPENDENT means putting your needs first.

info@independentpublicaffairs.com

Media | Message | Communications Strategy 

Congratulations to CNN's Clarissa Ward
and all other Fourth Estate honorees. 

 
We are a proud sponsor of the 

National Press Club's 
2022 Fourth Estate Awards Gala to 

celebrate our press freedom and recognize 
the value of investigate journalism.

https://independentpublicaffairs.com/


For nearly four decades, Brown Capital, one of the premier and old-

est African-American-founded asset managers in the world, has fol-

lowed a deliberate design to fulfill our mission of generating Excep-

tional outcomes for investors. A proprietary investment philosophy.

A diverse team. And a boutique culture.
 

Our award-winning suite of equity strategies, including U.S. Small 

Company, U.S. Mid Company, International Small Company and In-

ternational Equity, are all focused on finding the Exceptional to help

investors build their wealth.

Learn more about our time-tested process at: browncapital.com

2022 
Fourth Estate 

Award Gala

Brown Capital Management is proud to support the

22020-1122

https://www.browncapital.com/


Meet the Leadership 

Staff
Bill McCarren, executive director 
Kate Helster, director of membership 
Miguel Dominguez, director of clubhouse
operations

Staff
Beth Francesco, interim executive director 
Holly Butcher Grant, growth manager

Jen Judson
National Press Club president
Defense News

Gil Klein 
National Press Club Journalism 
Institute president
University of Oklahoma Gaylord College
of Journalism and Mass Communication

National Press Club officers
Vice President, Eileen O'Reilly, Axios
Secretary, Alisa Parenti, Bloomberg News
Treasurer, Emily Wilkins, Bloomberg
Government 
Membership Secretary, Mike Balsamo,
Associated Press

Board of Governors
Kimberly Adams, Marketplace
Tara Copp, Defense One
Herb Jackson, CQ Roll Call
Gil Klein, Institute president, University of
Oklahoma Gaylord College (Ex officio)
Lindsay Law Murphy, American Forest &
Paper Association
Lisa Matthews, past National Press Club
president, Associated Press (Ex officio) 
Mark Schoeff Jr., InvestmentNews
Poonam Sharma, Global Strat View
Debra Silimeo, Silimeo Group 
Mike Smith, GreenSmith PR
Sarah Wire, Los Angeles Times

National Press Club Journalism Institute officers
Secretary, Andrea Edney, past National Press Club
president
Treasurer, Doug Harbrecht, past National Press
Club president

Board of Directors
Danielle Coffey, News Media Alliance
Sam Feist, CNN
Michael Freedman, past National Press Club
president
Tom Huang, Dallas Morning News
Richard Hutzell, Fallen Journalists Memorial
Foundation
Jen Judson, National Press Club president,
Defense News
Anita Kumar, POLITICO
Rafael Lorente, University of Maryland
Paul Minehart, Syngenta
Eileen O’Reilly, Axios
Mizell Stewart III, Emerging Leaders, LLC 
Chuck Tobin, Ballard Spahr

2022 Fourth Estate Award Gala volunteer sponsorship team
Danielle Coffey, Richard Hutzell, Jen Judson, Gil Klein, Bill McCarren, Paul Minehart, 
Eileen O’Reilly, Emily Wilkins

https://www.newsmediaalliance.org/about-us/danielle-coffey/
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/sam-feist-profile
https://smpa.gwu.edu/freedman-michael
https://www.dallasnews.com/author/tom-huang/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rick-hutzell-62058416/
https://www.defensenews.com/author/jen-judson/
https://merrill.umd.edu/directory/rafael-lorente
https://www.linkedin.com/in/paul-minehart-56a16217/
https://www.axios.com/authors/eoreilly/
https://mizellstewart.com/
https://www.ballardspahr.com/people/attorneys/t/tobin-charles


Gold-level sponsors

Thank you to our generous sponsors
The National Press Club Journalism Institute thanks the following sponsors, without whom the gala 
experience would not be possible. Their generosity ensures the Institute will continue to serve journalists
meaningfully in the coming year. 

Silver-level sponsor

Bronze-level sponsors

Patron-level sponsors

Platinum-level sponsor

https://www.cnn.com/
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https://www.gmdefensellc.com/site/us/en/gm-defense/home.html
https://www.l3harris.com/
https://skdknick.com/
https://www.syngenta.com/en
http://wapo.st/pressfreedom


The National Press Club Journalism Institute promotes an
engaged global citizenry through an independent and free
press, and equips journalists with skills and standards to
inform the public in ways that inspire a more representative
democracy. As the non-profit affiliate of the National Press
Club, the Institute powers journalism in the public interest.

www.pressclubinstitute.org  |  institute@press.org

Support journalism. Donate today. 
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