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ABOUT THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB JOURNALISM INSTITUTE

offering programs to grow the number of people who produce and
support journalism that drives civic engagement;
protecting journalists from interference so they can fully and fairly
represent the communities they serve; and
increasing transparency to keep citizens well-informed and their
governments and institutions accountable.

The National Press Club Journalism Institute promotes an engaged
global citizenry through an independent and free press, and equips
journalists with skills and standards to inform the public in ways that
inspire civic engagement. As the non-profit affiliate of the National
Press Club, the Institute serves as a beacon for journalism in the public
interest. 

The Institute accomplishes this mission by: 

So far in 2020 and 2021, the Institute has served:

7,662
registered program participants

27
sponsors

4,445
newsletter subscribers

The National Press Club is a professional and social club for
working journalists and communications professionals that has
been a Washington institution for more than a century. Founded
in 1908, the National Press Club has flourished to become the
World’s Leading Professional Organization for Journalists™, one
of the most popular event venues in the nation's capital, and a
full-service multimedia production facility. Visit press.org to
learn more.

ABOUT THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB



Celebrate journalism excellence during the 2021 Fourth
Estate Award Gala, live and in person at the historic
National Press Club building in downtown Washington,
D.C. This year’s celebration, to be held on Oct. 20, 2021
starting at 7:30 p.m. ET, will honor Lester Holt, anchor
and managing editor of “NBC Nightly News” and anchor
of “Dateline NBC,” for his significant contributions to the
field of journalism. The dinner and gala, attended by
media luminaries, National Press Club members, and
distinguished guests, raises the majority of the
operating expenses for the Club’s nonprofit affiliate, the
National Press Club Journalism Institute. An elegant
dinner will be served. Guests will be invited to end the
evening at an Afterparty.

2021 Virtual Celebration of Journalism Excellence 
On Oct. 20, from 6-7 p.m. ET, preceding the in-person
Fourth Estate Award Gala, the National Press Club and
the Journalism Institute will celebrate journalism
excellence with hundreds of people across the country
and honor the recipients of the 2021 John R. Aubuchon
press freedom awards and the Neil and Susan Sheehan
investigative journalism award. Guests will be invited to
table hop virtually to see old friends and make new ones
and then will be treated to an inspiring program. 

2021Fourth Estate Award Gala

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY

"I can’t thank you enough for all you did. The event
was insane and fantastic." 
— Susan Zirinski, 2021 Fourth Estate Award honoree
and President of CBS News

"WOW! What a production! That was really nice. 
 Congratulations!" 
— Amanda Bennett, 2020 Fourth Estate Award
honoree, 2021 Fourth Estate Gala sponsor, and
former Voice of America director

"I was thoroughly impressed by all the speakers and
award recipients. The work that you and your team
does is incredible. It matters now more than ever." 
— Michael McCarter, Managing Editor with USA Today
and panel moderator for the National Press Club
Journalism Institute

The National Press Club wants to ensure the evening
is comfortable and safe for members, visitors,
honorees, and our staff. Individuals attending the 2021
Fourth Estate Award Gala must show proof of
vaccination or a recent negative COVID test prior
entering the Club. Guests of gala sponsors will receive
instruction on how to upload their proof of vaccination
in advance, streamlining their experience upon
entering the gala. Proof of vaccination also may be
shown in-person at the door. The Club will follow any
other guidelines established by the District of
Columbia, for the health and welfare of our attendees.

2019 Fourth Estate Gala
photos by Melissa Lyttle



MEET LESTER HOLT
2021 FOURTH ESTATE AWARD HONOREE
Each year, the esteemed Fourth Estate Award honors the person whom
the NPC Board of Governors decides has achieved distinction for a
lifetime of contributions to American journalism. 

JOHN AUBUCHON PRESS
FREEDOM AWARD
Named for a former Club president who fervently
advocated for press freedom, this award is given each
year to an honoree in the United States and an honoree
overseas who bravely push to disclose the truth in trying
circumstances.

NEIL AND SUSAN SHEEHAN AWARD
FOR INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING
This award recognizes work that best reflects the
Sheehans' extraordinary commitment to the principle
that a vibrant democracy depends on an informed
citizenry and a free press.

COMING SOON

New York in 1981.

Lester Holt is an award-winning journalist at NBC News. He serves
as anchor and managing editor of "NBC Nightly News with Lester
Holt," the network's flagship broadcast, as well as the anchor of
“Dateline NBC.” Holt also leads NBC News’ special reports, breaking
news and primetime news coverage.
 
Holt was named “NBC Nightly News” anchor in June 2015 after eight
years as anchor of "NBC Nightly News" weekend editions and 12
years as co-anchor of "Weekend TODAY." In addition, Holt has served
as principal anchor of "Dateline NBC" since September 2011, and
also anchors “Nightly News Kids Edition,” a digital award-winning
newscast aimed to inform and educate children, which he launched
at the start of the pandemic in 2020.
 
Known for his outstanding work in the field, as well as reporting and
anchoring breaking news events across the globe, Holt has spent the
past four decades in journalism. Most recently, he has been in Tokyo
to cover the 2020 Olympic Games as the world was coming together
for the first time since the global pandemic. Last year, Holt 
anchored NBC’s coverage of the 2020 Presidential Election. 
 
Holt has distinguished himself as the leading broadcast journalist
reporting on the criminal justice system and the efforts to reform it.
For the “Justice for All” series he launched, Holt was embedded for
three days inside the largest maximum-security prison, Angola, and
anchored the first televised town hall from a maximum-security
prison, Sing Sing Correctional Facility.
 
Before becoming co-anchor of "Weekend TODAY” in 2003, Holt 
anchored MSNBC’s "Lester Holt Live” and served as a primary 
anchor for MSNBC's coverage of major news events. Holt came 
to MSNBC after 14 years at WBBM-TV in Chicago. He began his
television journalism career as a reporter at WCBS-TV in 



Brand/logo on ticketing and other event pages 
Full-page ad in program
Three tables of 8 at in-person gala 
Three tables of 8 at virtual gala 
Premium table placement during in-person event
Drink ticket package
Brand/logo displayed in virtual ballroom
Verbal acknowledgment during both of the programs 
Brand/logo on replay/archival page
Brand/logo displayed in three Institute newsletters  

Brand/logo on ticketing and other event pages 
Full-page ad in program
Two tables of 8 at in-person gala
Two tables of 8 at virtual gala 
Drink ticket package
Brand/logo displayed in virtual ballroom
Verbal acknowledgment during both of the programs 
Brand/logo on replay/archival page
Brand/logo displayed in two Institute newsletters 

Brand/logo on ticketing and other event pages 
Full-page ad in program
One table of 8 at in-person gala
One table of 8 at virtual event  
Brand/logo displayed in virtual ballroom
Verbal acknowledgment during both of the programs
Brand/logo on replay/archival page
Brand/logo displayed in one Institute newsletter 

Brand/logo and link on ticketing and other event pages
Four tickets to in-person event 
Brand/logo on replay/archival page

Platinum ($30,000)

Gold ($15,000)

Silver ($10,000)

Patron of the Institute ($2,500)

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

Visual acknowledgement in event space as
exclusive sponsor of in-person afterparty event
Brand/logo in ticketing and event pages 
Full-page ad in program
One table of eight during in-person gala
Drink ticket package
Verbal acknowledgment during in-person
program

Exclusive: Afterparty sponsor
($15,000)

Your sponsorship is an investment in a free press, quality journalism, and its service to a healthy democracy.
The majority of all sponsorship packages is tax-deductible.

Tables are only available as part of a sponsorship package.

Brand/logo on ticketing and other event pages 
Half-page ad in program
One table of 8 at in-person gala
One table of 8 at virtual event  
Brand/logo displayed in virtual ballroom
Verbal acknowledgment during both of the
programs 
Brand/logo on replay/archival page

Bronze ($7,500)

2020 National Press Club President Mike Freedman hosts
last year's virtual gala. Photo by Melissa Lyttle

Full-page ad in digital program
Program advertising ($1,000)



MEET OUR TEAMS

Associated Press assignment
manager for U.S. video

LISA NICOLE MATTHEWS
National Press Club president

and a National Press Club past president

ANGELA GREILING KEANE
National Press Club Journalism 
Institute president
POLITICO managing editor, states 

Angela Greiling Keane, POLITICO

National Press Club officers
Vice President, Jen Judson, Defense News
Secretary, Gillian Rich, Investor’s Business
Daily
Treasurer, Eileen Drage O'Reilly, Axios
Membership Secretary, Emily Wilkins,
Bloomberg Government 

Board of Governors
Kimberly Adams, Marketplace
Mike Balsamo, Associated Press
Herb Jackson, CQ Roll Call
Mark Schoeff Jr., InvestmentNews
Menachem Wecker, Freelance
Del Wilber, Los Angeles Times
Sarah Wire, Los Angeles Times
Debra Silimeo, Silimeo Group 
Lindsay Law Murphy, American Forest &
Paper Association
Danny Selnick, Communication Consultant
Michael Freedman, University of Maryland
Global Campus, The Kalb Report

Holly Grant, learning manager

National Press Club Journalism Institute officers
Secretary, Rob Stoddard, NCTA – The Internet &
Television Association
Treasurer, Doug Harbrecht, past National Press
Club president

Board of Directors
Andrea Edney, past National Press Club president
Sam Feist, CNN
Michael Freedman, past National Press Club
president
Betsy Fischer Martin, American University
Tom Huang, Dallas Morning News
Richard Hutzell, Fallen Journalists Memorial
Foundation
Jen Judson, Defense News
Rafael Lorente, University of Maryland
Lisa Matthews, National Press Club president,
Associated Press
Paul Minehart, Syngenta
Mizell Stewart III, USA TODAY network / Gannett
Chuck Tobin, Ballard Spahr

Staff
Julie Moos, executive director 
Beth Francesco, senior director 

TAKE THE NEXT STEP 
We are happy to help you find the best way for you and your organization to support journalists and their
necessary work. For more information, e-mail executive director Julie Moos at jmoos@press.org.


